PERSONS AND POLITICS
lad of fourteen a captain, another of thirteen a
major, and so on, not, of course, with any refer-
ence to their own merits, but solely according to
the favour in which he held the father of each.
These ranks were afterwards retained on their
entering the army. Among the newly joined
cadets one term was the small son of one Yussuf
Bey, brother of the then all-powerful Tahir
Pacha. On this lad, despite his affection for the
uncle, Abd-ul-Hamid conferred no rank. The
father presented frequent petitions on the subject,
for the boy, teased on his ill-luck by his com-
rades, took it to heart, but these were all dis-
regarded. At last, choosing the occasion of a
religious holiday, when his royal master was
likely to be in good humour, Tahir personally
asked the Sultan to give the boy his coveted
rank.
" No," was the reply, " I shall not do so."
"But   why?"   asked the amazed favourite.
" You confer these honours on all the rest and
not on this lad, who is even as my own son."
" Listen to me," said the Sultan. " You tell
me that the boy is teased by his schoolfellows.
Good. That he already regards them as his
enemies. Good. It was precisely to be teased
and to make enemies that I sent him there.
For, look you, the others are majors and captains",
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